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ITEM 6

Local Government North Yorkshire and York
28 January 2011

Rural Broadband in North Yorkshire

Purpose of Report

To update Leaders and other partners on broadband related developments
in North Yorkshire and seek views on future developments.

Please note that this report will be supplemented by a verbal presentation.
Background

Large parts of North Yorkshire are currently unable to get access to
broadband. Even where broadband is available, the speeds are often
inadequate to support many business and domestic demands. Appendix A
illustrates the extent to which parts of the County and York are unable to
access broadband (“not spots”).

Broadband has been identified as a key priority for the emerging York and
North Yorkshire LEP given its importance to develop rural businesses. In
addition, the NYSP and various LSPs have identified rural broadband as a key
barrier to social inclusion.

North Yorkshire has previously benefited from funding to develop the
broadband network via NYnet. Whilst this has increased the reach of
broadband across the County, there remain a significant number of
communities (including within York) that are unlikely to be connected by the
private sector given the current lack of commercial incentive. It is unlikely
that this situation will change in the near future without some form of public
intervention.

Significant activity is currently taking place in order to try and deliver
broadband to more businesses and communities, details of which follow.

Importance of Good Quality Broadband
There are a range of social, environmental and economic interests in
ensuring that as much of the population is able to access broadband as

possible, including:-

e Permits businesses to be located within the County given the growth of e-
commerce.
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e Helps people to stay in touch better regardless of distance, including the
ability for one to one support such as telecare / telemedicine.

e Allows people to access information and services at a time of personal
choice as services are increasingly being migrated to the web.

e Helps to reduce the need to travel and remote working.

¢ Helpslocal communities to remain sustainable as people seek to live in
areas with broadband and then use local services.

Funding Opportunities

The County Council / NYnet was chosen as one of the superfast
broadband projects when the Chancellor of the Exchequer announced the
CSR. This initiative builds upon previous NYnet investment by increasing the
speed and capacity of broadband for as many communities as possible (27
market towns plus). Itis not yet possible to quantify the impact as funding is
not yet finalised although it is anticipated that it will be at least £7.5m (and
hopefully more). There is also the possibility of matching this with ERDF,
creating a sizeable opportunity to ensure that large parts of the County are
given the same broadband specification as other urban parts of the
Country.

A bid is also being made to the Regional Growth Fund for £2.5m of funding
to further roll out superfast broadband to communities where there are
businesses who it is anticipated will directly benefit, aiding expansion and
generation of jobs / wealth.

A further £215K has been secured through the Rural Delivery Programme for
England (RDPE) and £750K through Performance Reward Grant earned on
the North Yorkshire LAA (subject to NYSP approval). These funds allow
greater flexibility so that social objectives can be pursued alongside
economic objectives.

Next Steps

Further work is required in order to secure the funding referred to above.
Whilst some deadlines are imminent, others are likely to take longer to reach
fruition (e.g. ERDF). These opportunities will be pursued by the respective
organisations leading on the specific funding streams.

An overall “Broadband Strategy for North Yorkshire” is currently being
produced as it is an essential part of working with the government’s delivery
unit for the superfast broadband project (BDUK). It is recognised, however,
that such a Strategy should encompass other initiatives and developments
(e.g. support business in line with the emerging York and North Yorkshire LEP
dealing with “not spots”). Itis therefore suggested that wider partners be
invited to contribute and sign-up to this Strategy.
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It will also be necessary to work with local communities in order to ensure
that broadband investment leaves a sustainable community legacy. At this
stage it is envisaged that community (social enterprises?), rather than Public
Sector Organisations, will run on-going broadband concerns at community
level. Wider partners will clearly be able to collaborate in order to ensure
that such a community based approach is achieved.

A broadband conference is being arranged on Saturday 19 February by
Julian Smith MP. This will present an opportunity to update all on latest
developments and to shape future Strategy.

Recommendation

Members are requested to offer their views and particularly in relation to
Next Steps (Section 5).

John Moore Gaury Fielding
Corporate Director Assistant Chief Executive
Finance and Central Services (Policy, Performance and Partnerships)
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Appendix A

Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission

4 of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office @ Crown Copyright.

Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to
prosecution or civil proceedings.
North Yorkshire County Council. 2010 Licence No. 100017946
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